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Remove mobile phones  
from classrooms
South Australian Labor believes technology must not  
act as a barrier for children getting the best quality  
education possible.

Banning the use of mobile phones in schools will go a long 
way towards improving the level of concentration within  
the classroom, and level of learning retention we want for  
our students.
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SA Labor is committed to banning mobile 
phones from public school classrooms.

Children’s exposure to bullying has increased exponentially 
through use of technology. Banning mobile phones will 
reduce that risk, creating a safer environment for students 
and allowing them to better focus on their education.

Reducing screen time will also give our children the best 
opportunity to remain active, engage in social interactions 
and create meaningful relationships during recess and lunch.

Technology is part of the future for all young people, but it is 
important to teach them how to manage the negative and 
take advantage of the benefits. Learning to put the phone 
away is an important lesson.

Background
In 2019, the Victorian Government announced a ban on 
mobile phones in classrooms during schools would be 
implemented from 2020.

In New South Wales, a trial mobile phone ban showed students 
had improved concentration throughout the day. Further, 
outside the classroom the playground was transformed with 
students being more active, talking and playing sports rather 
than sitting around staring at their phones.

The students started the trial reluctantly but embraced the 
positive effect of the absence of their phones.

The Federal Minister for Education has called on all states  
to implement a ban to improve classroom concentration.

Peter Malinauskas MP
SA Labor Leader

“We want South Australian students to be afforded every 
opportunity to get the best possible learning outcomes 
possible.

“Technology has brought many benefits, but we are 
letting our young people down if we don’t teach them 
how to be in control of technology.”
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Kids face ‘off and away all day’ phone ban
VICTORIA LAURIE

A mobile phone ban will be intro-
duced in all West Australian pub-
lic schools in a strict “off and away
all day” policy intended to reduce
cyber-bullying and encourage
face-to-face conversations. 

From next year, mobiles will
be banned in all public primary
and secondary schools. Bans will
also be introduced in NSW and
Victoria next year.

But the WA ban is tougher
than that in NSW, where public
high schools will have the choice
to opt in or decide to what extent
they will allow phones to be used. 

Premier Mark McGowan
announced that his state’s no-
phone policy would apply from
the time students arrived at
school until the end of the school
day, including break times. It also
restricts the use of smart watches,
earbuds, tablets and headphones
unless students are under the
instruction of a teacher. 

High school students must

have their phones turned off dur-
ing school hours and kept out of
sight, while kindergarten and pri-
mary school students will not be
allowed to take devices to school. 

The “off and away all day”
catchphrase used by Mr McGow-
an was first adopted by Ocean
Reef Senior High School, which
banned mobiles for its 1200 stu-
dents in February last year. 

Principal Karon Brookes said
the ban was in response to stu-
dent behaviour. 

“They were very distracted by
their phones, and students often
sat isolated at recess in the yard
with their head down over their
device,” she said. “They felt teth-
ered to it, and often it dictated
their actions.”

She said students’ access to

mobile phones saw them resort to
parental “rescue” if they left
something at home. “It removed
their independence and their
ability to solve problems without
ringing mum,” she said.

“Most schools have a digital
device policy, but we went the
next step. We said no phones
from the moment they step onto
the school grounds to the end-of-
school siren. 

“Remove the phone and peo-
ple start talking to each other. The
sound of talking in the schoolyard
went up noticeably. And we put
more interactive club activities in
place for break times to replace
the lack of phone use.”

Education Minister Sue Ellery
said the only exceptions would be
if a student needed to monitor a
health condition, or if they were
instructed to use their phones or
devices for educational purposes. 

“I am absolutely supportive of
using technology as a tool for
learning, and this policy doesn’t
limit those opportunities,” she
said.
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Students at Ocean Reef Senior High School share a phone 
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